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Statebuilds4.8mt fertiliser inventory
VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 28 June

The Uttar Pradesh (UP) government has
builta fertiliser inventoryofabout4.8mil-
lion tonnes (mt), which is nearly 84 per
cent of the state’s 5.7 mt of aggregate
demandduringthekharif-sowingseason.

Supplies by the central government
agencies inthecomingweeksareexpected
to fill thedemand-availability gap.

UP has adequate availability of urea
and other fertilisers for the kharif sowing
season, said state Agriculture Minister

Surya Pratap Shahi. “The sowing season
hasyetnot startedbutwehavemadeade-
quate provisions for fertilisers so that the
farmers do not face any hurdles,” he said.

Ofthecurrentfertiliser inventoryof4.8
mt,urea tops the tallywith3.8mt. It is fol-
lowed by diammonium phosphate (DAP,
683,000tonnes)andNitrogenPhosphorus
Potassium (NPK, 365,000 tonnes).

Kharifcropspaddyandmaizeneedsoil
nutrients likeDAPandNPK,whileurea is
used extensively for ‘top dressing’ during
their growth.

TheUP government has fixed a quota

for every district depending upon the
sown area and crops. The inventory is
replenished concomitant to the sale of
fertilisers. Shahi saidprimaryagricultural
credit societies,whichare intermediaries
in the fertiliser distribution system, have
been provided with adequate working
capital in advance.

Giventhehighdemandforpotashand
consequent imports, the state had earlier
advised sugar mills in the state to manu-
facturepotashfromashgeneratedbytheir
incinerating boilers to meet domestic
demandand save foreign exchange.

WatercrisishitsBhilai
SteelPlant township

Powercutorder:Traders
fearproductionslump
ANIL SHARMA
Jaipur, 28 June

Trade groups have raised
concerns about the impact of
the Rajasthan government
ordering power cuts in the
state’s industrial areas.

Industries have laid out
suggestions that could help
tackle the state’s deficiency in
electricity, andhaveasked the
power department to make
amends in the solar policy.

The power department on
Wednesday announced inter-
mittent power cuts in indus-
trial areas daily between 8pm

and3am. Industrial units that
typically operate for 24 hours
have been asked to operate at
50 per cent power load. Units
in the national capital region
have been kept out of the
order’s ambit.

Suresh Agarwal, president
of theFederationofRajasthan
Trade and Industry, said that
power cuts will cause huge
losses. “The government
should purchase electricity
from other states until situa-
tion improves. It should
encourage installing solar
powerunits by giving a 50per
cent rebate,”Agarwal said.

R KRISHNA DAS
Raipur, 28 June

Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP), the
Chhattisgarh-based entity of
state-run Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL), has
plunged into an acute water
crisis. This has forced the
authorities to regulate supply
to the township.

Every day, BSP’s Public
Health Engineering
Department (PHED) would
supply water to the township
twice every day. “However,
owing to low reserves in the
MarodaReservoir-2,waterwill

be supplied to the township
only once a day during the
morning hours, with effect
fromJune26,”anofficial said.

Water inMaroda reservoir,
as things stand, would be
enough to sustain supply for
just a month, the official
added. Bhilai gets water
from Tandula, Gondli,
Kharkhara, and Gangrel
dams.Thedistrictswhere the
damandreservoirs supplying
water to BSP are locatedhave
recorded a rainfall deficit of
over 70 per cent. However,
the water crisis has not hit
operations at BSP yet.

NEET uproar mars House
business, LS adjourned
ARCHIS MOHAN
NewDelhi,28June

The proceedings of the Lok Sabha
were adjourned for the day on
Friday as the Opposition INDIA

blocdemandedadiscussiononthealleged
irregularities intheconductof themedical
entrance examNEET.

TheRajyaSabhatookupthediscussion
after adjournments in the morning
session, during which the Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Mallikarjun Kharge
entered theWell of the House along with
other members of the INDIA bloc.
CongressMP,PhuloDeviNetam,collapsed
during the protest and was hospitalised.

Before the House was adjourned until
2 pm, Chairman Jagdeep Dhankar
expressedanguishoverKharge’sentryinto
theWell, saying it is for the first timethata
personoccupyingthisposthasengagedin
such conduct. He said the history of
Parliament“willberememberedasstained
whentheLoPwasintheWelloftheHouse.”

The Opposition demanded that the
House be adjourned for the day after
Netamtookill,but thechairdeniedit,and
the House continued discussing the
President’s address.

According to a TMC leader, nine MPs
of theBiju JanataDal,which isnot part of
the INDIA bloc, also entered the Well of
the House. BJP’s Sudhannshu Trivedi
moved themotionof thanks.

IntheLokSabha,Birla toldtheprotest-
ingOpposition that theHousewould first
discuss the President’s address. With the
INDIAblocpersistingwithitsdemand,the
Speaker adjourned the House until

Monday morning. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said the Opposition
could have flagged the issue during the
discussionon thePresident’s address.

Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said the government was ready
fordiscussion.Hepointedout thatparlia-
mentary convention mandates that a
debate on the President’s address takes
precedenceover anyother issue.

Theminister said thePresident, inher
address inParliament onThursday,men-
tioned theNEETpaper leak issue and the
government’s efforts todealwith it.

Pradhan said the Opposition MPs
should use the discussion on the
President'saddress to flag the issue. Inthe
Rajya Sabha, Janata Dal (Secular)'s HD
DeveGowdabacked the government.

In a video message, Lok Sabha LoP
RahulGandhisaidtheOppositionwanted
tohaveaconstructivedebatewiththegov-
ernmentontheNEETexamandthepaper

leak issue. He had raised the issue in the
LokSabhawiththeCongress,allegingthat
hismicrophonewas switchedoff.

Disputing Vice-President Dhankhar’s
claim that it was a first for a LoP to enter
the Well of the Rajya Sabha, Congress’
JairamRameshsaid:“Memoriesareshort,
especially when old rivals become new
partners.” He pointed out that on August
5, 2019, the then LoP Ghulam Nabi Azad
sat on the steps leading to theChairman’s
president seat, which is part of the Well,
to protest the Bills to abolish Article 370.

“I should know. I sat next to him,”
Ramesh said.

Later in the day, Kharge had accused
Dhankhar of “insulting” him by ignoring
him when he wanted to speak in the
Rajya Sabha, forcing him to enter the
Well of theHouse.

The Special session concludes on
July3,withPrimeMinisterNarendraModi
likely to reply to thedebate on that day.

MahacutsVATonfuel,
offers3LPGcylinders
ayrinpre-pollBudget

JharkhandHCgrants
bailtoex-CMSoren

TheHighCourt of JharkhandonFridaygrantedbail to former
ChiefMinisterHemantSoreninamoneylaunderingcaselinked
to a land scam. The court had on June 13 reserved its order on
Soren’s bail plea. He was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate onJanuary 31.

“...The petitioner is directed to be released on bail on fur-
nishingbailbondof~50,000withtwosuretiesofthelikeamount
each,” said the order passed by the single Bench of Justice
RongonMukhopadhyay. “The court has held that prima facie
he is not guilty of the offence and there is no likelihood of the
petitioner committing an offence when on bail,” said Soren’s
senior counselArunabhChowdhury. PTI

Former JharkhandchiefministerHemant Soren (right)with
father&JMMchief ShibuSoren inRanchi onFriday PHOTO: PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, 28 June

Amonthlyallowanceof~1,500
to women in the 21 to 60 age
group, three free LPG cylin-
ders a year for households,
reduction in the value-added
tax (VAT) on fuel in the
Mumbaimetropolitan region,
which will make petrol
cheaper by 65 paise per
litre and diesel by ~2.60
per litre, farmer-friend
ly steps, and a stipend
of~10,000permonthto
youth for skill training
were highlights of the
Maharashtra government’s
Budget for 2024-25 presented
on Friday, fourmonths ahead
of the state polls.

Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar presented a ~20,051
crore revenue deficit budget
for the current financial year
even ashe announced several
incentives for women, youth
andfarmers,amongothersec-
tions,entailinganexpenditure

ofmore than ~80,000crore.
Aoutlay of ~1.92 trillion

was proposed under the
scheme expenditure in the
annual plan 2024-25.

Presenting his first full
Budgetasthefinanceminister
intheShivSena-BJP-NCPgov-
ernment, Pawar announced
a financial assistance scheme

for women,
“Mukhyamantri
Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana”. Under the
scheme, eligible
women in the age
group21to60years
will get a monthly

allowance of ~1,500. The
scheme is aimed at ensuring
overall development and
empowerment of women,
including economic inde-
pendence,self-reliance,health
andnutrition, he said.

An amount of ~46,000
crore will be made available
every year for this scheme,
which will be implemented
from July, Pawar announced.

Women in the
age group of
21 to 60 years
to get monthly
allowance
of ~1,500

Leader ofOpposition inRajya SabhaMallikarjunKharge (right) andChairmanof the
UpperHouse JagdeepDhankhar at Parliament onFriday.Dhankharbemoaned
Kharge enteringWell of theRajya Sabhaduring theday’s proceedings PHOTO: PTI

INVITATION FOR SEEKING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
BY CANBANK VENTURE CAPITAL FUND LTD

FOR CONDUCTING THE IMPACT STUDY AND
PROVIDING A DETAILED REPORT

The Ministr y of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY ) has,
together with Canbank Venture Capital Fund Ltd. (CVCFL) and Canara
Bank, set up the Electronics Development Fund (EDF), a SEBI registered
Categor y II Fund.

In order to ascer tain the impact of the EDF, the contributors to EDF,
including MeitY, Canara Bank and CVCFL in its capacity as the Investment
Manager proposes to conduct a detailed analysis of the investments
made from EDF. The detailed scope of work is set out in Offer Document.
Accordingly, CVCFL has decided to invite Bids for conducting the study
and providing a detailed repor t (in the manner satisfactor y to CVCFL).
In this connection, the Bids are invited from eligible Bidders interested
in providing the Ser vices, on the terms and conditions contained in
Offer Document.

Offer Document can be downloaded from Canbank Venture Capital Fund
Ltd’s website : www.canbank.vc, www.edfindia-canbankventure.com

Fur ther communication corrigendum and amendments if any, will be
hosted in the company ’s website only.

Managing Director, CVCFL

CANBANK VENTURE CAPITAL FUND LTD.
No.29, II Floor, Dwarakanath Bhavan, K R Road,

Basavanagudi, Bengaluru-560004
( Wholly owned subsidiar y of Canara Bank)




