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T
he stunning victory ofDGukesh at the
Candidates Chess puts the teenager
within touching distance of the world
title. It is a fantastic achievement

regardless of what happens in the November
Titlematchagainstworld championDingLiren.

Gukeshisnot theonlyIndianaspirant for
world laurels.Heisa leadingmemberof
agoldengenerationof talentedyoungsters,
severalofwhomhaveworldchampionship
aspirations.

There isPraggnanandhaa,andhissister
Vaishali,whobothplayedtheCandidates.There

isArjunErigaisi,ViditGujrathi,andNihalSarin.
There isDivyaDeshmukh,RaunakSadhwani,
andLukeLeonMendonca.Thereare, infact,
sevenIndians intheWorldTop50list,andfive
intheTop50Women’s list.Therearefour
Indians intheTop10Juniors listanda
whopping13 intheTop50Juniors list.

Thoughextraordinarytalents likeGukesh,
Pragg,andArjuncanappearoutofnowhere, it
requiresagoodecosystemtospot thetalent,
showcase it,andnurture it. Indianchesshas
beenfortunate inthis,becausetheecosystem
hasbeensupportive.

Therehasbeenanexplosionofchess
interest,andthathasexpandedthebaseof the
pyramid.Morethan35,000IndianshaveFide

ratings,whichmeanstheyplay inofficial
tournamentsregularly.Thestrongdomestic
tournamentcircuitandenthusiasticdesi
participationinOpeneventsabroadensures
Indiansgetachancetofacestiffcompetition.
Severalhundredthousandfanswatchevents
suchastheCandidates liveonline,sothere isa
bigandgrowingfanbase. Indeed,hundredsof
desis landedupat theTorontovenuetocheer
theIndians.

It standstoreasonthat if thenumberof
youngstersplayingthegamegrows, thechances
of findingextraordinarytalent increase.Sofar,
enthusiasmforchesshastranslatedinto85
IndianswinningtheGrandmasters title–and
manyof theseGMsareveryyoung.

There isawidespreadnetworkofchess
coachesandcoachingcentres,whereaspirants
canhonetheirskills.Thatnetworkisavailable
everywhereacross India.Chancesare,
whereveryoulive, there isachesscoachinthe
vicinity.Manyschoolsofferchessasanextra-
curricularactivity.

Thecoachingnetworkoperatesacrossmany
levels.Beginnersaretaughtthemovesandbasic
skillsbycoachesat the lowerend.At theupper
end,grandmasterssuchasGukeshworkwith
grandmastercoaches,whohelpfigureout the
nuancesthatmakethedifferenceat thetop
level.Everyoneof thefiveIndianswhoplayed
theTorontoCandidateshadasecond,and
teamsbackingthemup.

Finally,andrather importantly, there isa fair
amountofmoneyflowingintochess.Orelse,
muchof thiswouldnotbepossible. Itdoesnot
costmuchto learnthebasics.But itgets
increasinglyexpensiveforatalentedplayer to
climbtheladder.Travelingtotournaments is
expensive,GMcoachingisexpensive,cloud-
basedsupport foranalysis isexpensive.

Whatdoesit take?
ForsomebodylikeGukesh,playinginthe
Candidatesor inaTitleMatch,muchof the
support isalwaysremote.Theteamwillmostly
notbe locatedat thevenue.Chessplayersatelite
eventsavoidtakingtheir teamsalong,because
chessplayersareparanoid--withgoodreason--
aboutprepbeingprematurelyrevealed.Helpers
areselectedforspecificskillsandknowhow.If
youknowaGM’steam,youcanmakevery
educatedguessesaboutthespecificopenings
thatwillbe infocus.Everytop-tierplayerata
titlematchorCandidatesalsoneeds24x7
reliableaccess tohigh-endcomputing
resources.Gamer laptops justdonotcut itwhen
itcomestofast,accurateanalysis.

Totakeanexample,whenAnandplayedfive
WorldTitlematchesbetween2008and2014,his
coreteamforeachmatchconsistedof fouror
fiveGrandmasters,withspecial inviteespulled
inatvariousstages.TeamAnanddidtwo-
month-longtrainingcampsprior toeachmatch,
withallof themlocatedinoneplacebutusing
cloud-basedresources.Theygenerated
multiple linesofdeepanalysis inmanyopening
systemsbeforefinalisingAnand’srepertoire
andthey“repaired”analysisontheflyduring

thematches,pluggingagapwheneverone
becameapparent.

All thishassignificantcosts.TheAll India
ChessFederationcameupwithawarchestofRs
2croretosupport thefiveIndianswhoplayed
theTorontoCandidates. Inaddition, individual
competitorsmaywellhavespentmore.Several
havecorporatesponsorswhosupport them
continuously.

Corporatemoves
Gukesh, forexample, issponsoredforan
undisclosedamountbyWestBridgeCapital,a
privateequityoutfit thatrunstheWestBridge
AnandChessAcademy,whereAnandis the
chiefcoachandmentor.Arjun(whodidn’tmake
theCandidates,beingedgedoutbyPragg)hasa
$1.5million, five-yeardealwithQuantbox
Research,aSingaporebasedoutfit,whichuses
artificial intelligenceandMachineLearning
algorithmstotradefinancialmarkets.Pragghas
afive-yearsponsorshipcommitmentfromthe
AdaniGroup.NihalSarin issponsoredby
Akshayakalpa, theKarnatakabaseddairy
productscompany.

TheMahindraGroupsponsorstheGlobal

ChessLeague,whichisanonlineteamevent.
ThereareothereventsponsorslikeTataSteel,
whichsponsorspremierevents,includingthe
iconic“WimbledonofChess”inWijkAnZee,
Holland,andtheMobilePlayerLeague,which
sponsorsnationalchampionships.Thenon-profit
PravahaFoundationofferssupporttowomen
playersthroughits64SquaresProgramme.

GukeshpickedupEuro88,500for the
Candidatesvictory (he isguaranteedmuch
morefor thetitlematch).Withoutthe
sponsorshipsandAICFsupport,hemightwell
havehadtospendalargefractionof that.

TheAll IndiaChessFederation, likemost
Indiansports federations,hashaditsshareof
infighting,andlitigation.However, to the
AICF’scredit, ithasmanagedtomaintaina
harmoniousatmosphereforplayers,andit
interactsefficientlywithsponsorsandwiththe
government,whenrequired.

Statistics indicate thatchessplayershitpeak
strengthintheir30s,whentheystillhave lotsof
physicalenergyandalsotheexperiencetocope
withall sortsofsportingpitfalls. It isalmosta
frighteningthoughtthatmostof theyoung
hopefulsmentionedaboveare likelytoget
significantlystronger.

YOUNG AND
YOUNGER
ThoughGukeshmaybe
extraordinarilyyoungfora
challenger, therearethreeother
juniors (Pragg,Nordibek
Abdussatorov,andVincent
Keymer) rankedintheTop35and
ArjunErigaisiandAlirezaFirouzja
are just20.Youaren’tconsidered
achess talent ifyouhaven’t
crackedtheGrandmaster title
beforeyouareeligible fora
driving licence.

Onereasonforchessbeing
increasinglyayoungperson’s
gameis theprevalenceofshort
timecontrols. Theseplace
enormousstressonthephysical
staminaandreflexes.Asecond
reasonis theavailabilityofhigh-
qualitydigital contentandstudy
resources. Thisenablesan

obsessiveyoungster toputhours
intoself-study.Athirdreasonis
thepresenceofonlineplatforms
suchasChess.comand
Lichess.com,whereanyonecan
play24x7, includingplayingat
short timecontrols formoney
andgloryagainst theworld’s
best.

Manyyoungstersplay200-
plusblitzorbulletgamesaday.
There isa theory thatyouneedto
put in 10,000hoursofpractice to
becomeanexpertatanything.
It ispossible to logthose10,000
hoursquicker thaninany
priorera.

There is somethingelse
worthconsidering.Chess, like
music, isappliedmathematics.
Beinggoodatmathsrequiresa
gift forpatternrecognitionand
material,whichcanbeusedto
honethatgift. Itdoesnotneed
lifeexperience,unlikeartor

literature.
Hence,music,mathematics,

andchesshavealways thrown
upprodigies. Thedigital
revolutionhasmadeiteasier to
playchess,andthereforethere
aremoreprodigiesnow.
Arguably thesamethinghas
happenedinmusic. TheYouTube
revolutionhas ledtomore
youngstersmakingtheirmark in
talentcontestssuchasBritain’s
GotTalentandAmericanIdol.

Thoughchessplayersget
strongearlier, theirpersonal
peaksstill tendtocome
sometimeintheirmid-30s. In
that respect, thecareersofchess
players resemblethatof thegreat
spinbowlers. Intheir30s, they
stillhavestaminaandgood
reflexes,andtheyalsohave
well-roundedskills,andtheir
lifeexperience lends itself to
mental strength.

Whatisbehindtheexplosionofchesstalent inthecountry,
andwhatdoesitaugurforthegame?
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OnApril 22, 17-year- oldDGukeshbecame theyoungest challenger to theWorldChampionship title
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NAME OF THE SHAREHOLDER

SATYA NARAYAN GUPTA 25836 4577611 - 4577710 100S03436

NOTICE is hereby given that the following share certificates issued by the company are stated to
have been lost or misplaced or stolen and the registered holders of the shares have applied to the
company for issue of duplicate share certificate.

The public are hereby warned against purchase or dealing in any way with the above said share
certificates. Any person(s) who has / have any claim(s) in respect of the said share certificates
should lodge such claim(s) with the company at its registered office at the address given above
within 15 days of the publication of the notice after which no claim will be entertained and the
companywill proceed to issue the duplicate share certificate(s).

NOTICE OF LOSS OF SHARE CERTIFICATES
Certificate No. Distinctive Nos. SharesFolio No.

1.SANJIV GUPTA
2.RAJIV GUPTA

131885 5191342 – 5191441 100S08602


