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BSNL...
In another example for supply, installa-
tion, commissioning and AMC of MPLS-
TP (multi-protocol label switching-trans-
port profile) equipment along with EMS
(elementmanagement system) and asso-
ciated equipment, the L1 from a global
player for the package was ~333 crore,
whiletheIndianvendorquoted~613crore.

BSNLhasalsopointedoutthatdomes-
tic OEMs (original equipment manufac-
turers)declaredforanyequipmentshould
have the capacity for mass production so
that they are able to meet domestic
demand also. Technology providers such
as C-DOT, IIT Roorkee and ISRO, among
others, cannot be considered equipment
manufacturers as they do not make any
productthemselves, thestate-ownedtelco
has said. It has also argued that to decide
sufficiency of capacity of a product, there
shouldbeat least fivedomesticOEMspar-
ticipating in a tender.

Further to assess the competition, the
price quoted by domestic OEMs in the
tender shall be an important considera-
tion. If the price difference is more than
20 per cent against L1 rates, one cannot
conclude there is sufficient competition,
according toBSNL.

Sebidemands...
“On the other hand contemnors’ liability
is increasing daily and contemnors are
enjoying their release from custody,” it
said. The regulator said that only apart of
theprincipal amounthadbeendeposited
by Sahara and the balance with interest

hadballoonedtomorethan~62,600crore.
A Sahara spokesman, responding to a

query fromReuters, disputed theamount
sayingthecompanyhadalreadydeposited
about ~22,000 crore with the regulator,
which it saidwas “mischievously” adding
interest on the entire amount to arrive at
the sumdemanded.

IFINputs~5K-cr...
According to a report presented by the
IL&FSboardtotheNationalCompanyLaw
AppellateTribunal,grossnon-performing
assets (NPAs)stoodat97percentofoverall
loans (as ofNovember 2019).

In the affidavit, the board said it had
recovered ~1,380 crore from around 30
third-party borrowers andgroup firms.

As of September, the new board had
resolved debt worth more than ~19,000
crore, vis-à-vis its target of ~26,440 crore.
The deficit of ~7,300 crore has been rolled
over to subsequent quarters. In the July-
September quarter, the board resolved
debt to the tuneof ~1,460 crore.

The IL&FS group, led by Uday Kotak,
aims to resolve ~56,300 crore of debt —
which ismore than50percentof the total
debt—against an earlier target of ~57,240
crore. While ~50,300 crore is expected to
getresolvedbyMarch2021, theremaining
~6,000crorewill take longer.

Pandemic-proofbets...
Khurrana remains the most identified
celebrity,with a score of 88.5 points.

“Totally, thereareover 100datapoints
that have been used in the analysis, pro-
viding a deep understanding of almost
everyprominent celebrity," saysGoyal.

At least 60,000 respondents across 23
citieswerecontactedaspartof the
study. Experts say that 2021 will
continue to see these five names
dominatetheendorsementcircuit,
though the trend of micro-
influencers is growing.

EVs...
“Therewere two-threeproducts in
themarketwhenwecameupwith
theNexon,whichhas been a great
success, is doing well, and is com-
manding 60-62 per cent of the EV
market.Therearefive-sixproducts
positionedbyfourplayersintheEV
space,” he said. According to
Chandra, EVs have come into the
setofconsiderationsofmainstream
consumers who want to purchase
a car. EV customers earlier were a
sophisticated lot who demanded
andhadadifferent sort of require-
ments. These are those who like
new technology orwish to be seen
leavinga lowercarbon footprint.

“While the fleet segment has
crashed,thepersonalonewillgrow
every month. The other two EV
models (other than us) are highly
priced compared to 100 models
available for the IC (internal com-
bustion) segment.”

The fleet segment started as
“breadandbutter”forthecompany
but then it began working on the

personal segment though there was no
incentive. “We saw the promise, given the
fact that 90 per cent sales in passenger
vehicles happen in the personal segment.
If you are able to penetrate here you have
morescale.”

The launch of models in the second
half of last year and the policies of the
Centreandstates, likeDelhi,helpedpush
sales.Chandra said theNexonwasaclear
winner because the firm conceptualised
the product around two pivots — first,
people were not willing to pay 25-30 per
centmore thanan ICcar in the sameseg-
ment, and, second, a 200-km range (the
distance which a vehicle can run in one
full charge). The EV variant of themodel
is ~13.99 lakh while the diesel is ~12-13
lakh. After the Delhi government incen-
tiveof ~1.5 lakh, theEVvariant is cheaper
than diesel and even without the incen-
tive it is in the 10 per cent zone.

Chandra said though the change in
purchaser profile was primarily because
of fewer taxis and fears of infection, con-
sumers were more comfortable with EVs
than theywere earlier.

Tata Motors entered the EV space
seriously through an EESL (Energy
Efficiency Services Ltd) tender with its
Tiago model. Subsequently, it went into
thefleetsegment,wheretherewereFAME
(Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
ElectricVehicles) incentivesandanatural
case for adoption, given that the running
cost for EVs is lower than that of conven-
tional vehicles.

“The fleet segment started adopting
EVs on the back of FAME incentives and
credible products which had a 200-km
plusrange.Demandcameespecially from
multinationals and technology com-
panies.” Tata Motors is the leader in the
electricbussegment,whichwasprovided
in FAME I and II. The EV market started
seeing demand mostly from 2017, when
the government came up with measures
on incentives and lay down the vision of
2030onthepenetrationrequiredfromthe
private vehicle perspective and 100 per
cent public transportation, he said.

Energy Efficiency Services Ltd made
purchases. According to Chandra, this
came through a well-thought-out policy,
FAME II, and that had about a ~10,000
crore incentive, includingcharginginfras-
tructure and demand, research, and
design. This triggered an interest in EVs.
States also followed with good policy
measures, bothdemand-andsupply-side
incentives. On the Nexon, he said it was
“a compelling value proposition” and
“manypeople sitting away fromthe fence
have come closer to the fence and many
have crossed the fence”. The Nexon was
unveiled in December last year and
launched in January.

Many customers bought EVs as a sec-
ondcarbutstartedusingthemasprimary
onesafterseeingthecomfortandperform-
ance. “The primary reason has been the
launches,which take care ofmanymyths
and barriers around performance. Range
was a concern but now they have real
rangeof 250km.”

Besides, charging solutions are being
providedwith the car, which obviates the
needtogotofuelpumpseverydayoreven
once aweek.

> FROM PAGE 1

SOLUTION TO #3210 VVeerryy hhaarrdd::
««««««««««
Solution tomorrow

HOW TO PLAY
Fill in the grid so
that every row,
every column
and every 3x3
box contains
the digits 1 to 9

BS SUDOKU # 3211

CHENNAI | FRIDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2020

DelhiChiefMinisterArvindKejriwalon
Thursdayannouncedhikingfinesfornot
usingfacemasksfrom~500
to~2,000andincreasingthe
numberofbedsforCovid-19
patientsathospitalsamida
massiveCovid-19surge.He
saidtheDelhigovernment
wasimplementingfrom
November19itsdecisionto
reserve80percentofICU
bedsinprivatehospitalsfor
Covid-19patients.Private
hospitalshavealsobeen
directedtoincreasethe
percentageofnon-ICUCovid-19beds
from50percentto60percent,hesaid.

Arrangementsarebeingmadefor
over1,400ICUbeds,including663in

Delhigovernmenthospitals
and750ataCentral
governmentfacility,the
chiefministersaid,adding
around7,500normaland
446ICUbedsarecurrently
availableforCovid-19
patientsinDelhi.The
hospitalshavealsobeen
askedtopostponenon-
criticalplannedsurgeriesfor
thetimebeing,hesaid.

TheCMalsoappealed
peoplenottocelebrateChhathatthe
city’swaterbodies. PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NewDelhi 19November

The Delhi High Court on Thursday
asked Delhi’s AAP government if it
could explain to those who had lost
their near and dear ones to Covid-19
in the last 18 days why the adminis-
tration did not take stepswhen cases
were spiralling.

Pulling up the Delhi government,
a bench of Justices Hima Kohli and
Subramonium Prasad asked why it
waitedtill thecourt intervenedtotake
steps suchas reducing thenumberof
people attendingweddings to 50.

“You saw fromNovember 1which
way the wind was blowing. The bell
shouldhaverungloudandclearwhen
thenumberswerespiralling.Whydid
we have to shake you out of your
slumber on November 11? What did
you do from November 1 till
November 11? Why did you wait 18
days (tillNovember 18) to take adeci-
sion. Do you know how many lives
were lost during this period?Canyou
explain it to thosewho lost their near
anddear ones,” theBenchasked.

On implementation of social dis-

tancingnorms,preventionofspitting
and wearing of masks, the court was
not satisfied with the monitoring
being done by the Delhi government
in some districts where Covid-19
numberswerehigh.

Thebenchalsosaidthefinesbeing
imposeddidnotappear tobeadeter-
rent. “What kind of monitoring and
marshalling are you doing? Look at
the situation seriously with amagni-
fyingglass.Youhavecrossedcities like
NewYork andSaoPaolo,” it said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NewDelhi, 19November

N oting that it isnatural toprioritiseCovid-
19vaccinedistribution,HealthMinister
HarshVardhanonThursdaysaidhealth

careworkersandpeopleagedabove65wouldbe
early recipients when a vaccine becomes avail-
able. Addressing a webinar organised by the
FICCIFLOon‘TheShiftingHealthcareParadigm
DuringandPost-Covid',hesaidCovid-19vaccine
willbeavailable innext fewmonthsandit isesti-
matedthatbyJuly-August400-500milliondos-
es will bemade available for 25-30 crore people.

“The vaccine distribution would have to be
prioritised.Asyouknowthehealthcareworkers
who are corona war-
riors theywill be prio-
ritised, then people
whoareabove65years
of age they have been
prioritised, thenthose
from 50-65 years of
age have been priori-
tised,” he said.

“Then those below
50 years who have
other diseases. It is all
being decided by
experts with a scien-
tific point of view. We
have made a very
detailed, meticulous
plan on this. What we
would have to do in
March-Aprilnextyear,
we have started plan-
ning for it fromnowonly,”Vardhan said.

India's coronavirus caseload mounted to
89,58,483 on Thursday with 45,576 infections
being reported in a day, while the death toll
climbed to 1,31,578with 585new fatalities.

Thephase-3 trial of theOxfordvaccineof the
SerumInstitute isalmostnearcompletion,while
the phase-3 clinical trial of the indigenously-
developed vaccine candidate of the Bharat
BiotechandtheIndianCouncilofMedicalResea-
rch (ICMR)has already started.

Dr Reddy’s will soon start the combined
phase-2andphase-3clinical trialsof theRussian
Covid-19 vaccine, Sputnik V, in India. Also, the
Biological E Limited has started early phases 1
and2humantrialsof itsCovid-19vaccinecandi-
date. Pfizer and BioNTech SE said their vaccine
candidatewas foundtobemorethan95percent
effective inpreventingCovid-19,whileModerna
has said its vaccine candidate against Covid-19
found it tohave anefficacyof 94.5 per cent.

Delhiraisesfinesfornot
wearingmasksto~2,000

Amidamassive
surgeinCovid-19
cases in the
Capital city the
governmenthas
also asked the
hospitals to
postponenon-
critical planned
surgeries for the
timebeing

DelhiChiefMinisterArvindKejriwal
holds anall-partymeetingonCovid
situation inDelhi onThursday

“HEALTHCARE
WORKERSAND
PEOPLEAGED
ABOVE65WILLBE
GIVENPRIORITY”
HARSH VARDHAN
Unionhealthminister

500mnCovidvaccinedoses
tobemadeavailablebyAug

HCrapsDelhi govt

Mutual Funds
Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund

Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC Limited (Investment Manager for Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund) Registered Office: One India Bulls Centre, Tower 1, 17th Floor, Jupiter Mill Compound, 841, S.B.
Marg, Elphinstone Road, Mumbai - 400 013. Tel.: 4356 8000. Fax: 4356 8110/8111. CIN: U65991MH1994PLC080811

Record Date for Dividend

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Trustees of Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund have approved
Wednesday, November 25, 2020*, as the Record Date for declaration of dividend subject to
availability of distributable surplus on the Record Date, in the following schemes:

For Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC Limited
(Investment Manager for Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund)
Sd/-
Authorised Signato9

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme
related documents carefully.

Date: November 19, 2020
Place: Mumbai

The NAV of the schemes, pursuant to payout of dividend would fall to the extent of payout
and statuto9 levy (if applicable).

# As reduced by the amount of applicable statuto@ levy. *or the immediately following Business Day if
that day is a non-business day.

Aditya Birla Sun Life Interval Income Fund -Quarterly Plan - Series I ('the Scheme')

The Specified Transaction Period (STP) for the Scheme is on November 25, 2020 and
November 26, 2020. The following shall be applicable for applications received during the STP:

a. For Subscriptions/Purchases including Switch-in:

• In respect of valid applications received till 1.00 p.m. on the aforesaid Record date, the ex-dividend
NAV** of the day of receipt of application will be applicable for processing such subscription/
switch-in requests and such investors shall not be eligible for dividend declared, if any, on the
aforesaid record date.

• In respect of valid applications received aAer 1.00 p.m. on the aforesaid Record date but before
1.00 p.m. on the second day of STP i.e. November 26, 2020, the closing NAV** of the said second
day of STP i.e. November 26, 2020 will be applicable for processing such subscription/switch-in
requests and such investors shall not be eligible for dividend declared, if any.

** In respect of applications for an amount equal to or more than `2 lakh, the applicable NAV shall be
subject to the provisions of SEBI Circular Cir /IMD / DF / 19 / 2010 dated November 26, 2010 read
with SEBI Circular Cir / IMD / DF / 21 / 2012 dated September 13, 2012, SEBI communication dated
April 06, 2020 and subsequent notifications received on uniform cut-off timings for applicability of
NAV.

b. For Redemptions/Sales including Switch-out:

• In respect of valid applications received till 1.00 p.m. on the aforesaid Record date, the ex-dividend
NAV of the day of receipt of application will be applicable for processing such redemption/
switch-out requests and the investors will be eligible to receive the dividend declared, if any, on the
aforesaid record date.

• In respect of valid applications received aAer 1.00 p.m. on the aforesaid Record date but before
1.00 p.m. on the second day of STP i.e. November 26, 2020, the closing NAV of the said second
day of STP will be applicable for processing such redemption/switch-out requests and the
investors will be eligible to receive the dividend declared, if any, on the aforesaid record date.

All unitholders whose names appear in the Register of Unitholders / Beneficial owners under the
dividend option of the said schemes as at the close of business hours on the Record Date shall be
eligible to receive the dividend so declared.

NAV as on
November
18, 2020 (`)

Plans/OptionName of the Schemes
Dividend Rate (` per
unit # on face value
of `10/- per unit)

Regular Plan - Dividend
Option

Regular Plan - Dividend
Option

Regular Plan - Dividend
Option

Regular Plan - Dividend
Option

Regular Plan - Dividend
Option

Direct Plan - Dividend
Option

Institutional Plan - Dividend
Option

Aditya Birla Sun Life
Balanced Advantage Fund

(An open ended Dynamic Asset
Allocation fund

0.12

0.13

5.63

8.22

4.81

20.78

22.33

102.62

151.05

88.37

10.0624

10.0623

Aditya Birla Sun Life Equity Fund
(An open ended equity scheme
investing across large cap,
mid cap, small cap stocks)

Aditya Birla Sun Life
Tax Relief '96

(An Open ended Equity Linked
Saving Scheme with a statutory
lock-in of 3 years and tax benefit)

Aditya Birla Sun Life Tax Plan
(An Open ended Equity Linked

Savings Scheme (ELSS)
(All investments in the scheme
are subject to a lock-in period of

3 years from the date of
allotment))

Aditya Birla Sun Life Interval
Income Fund - Quarterly Plan -

Series I
(An Interval Income Scheme)

Entire distributable
surplus as available
on the Record Date*


